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My views on some new attempts in ASEP 2019 

 

Professor Toshiko Sakamoto 

Ritsumeikan University, Japan 

 

  

The ASEP 2019 was the 20th anniversary program and I would like to congratulate its 

success. It was an absolutely wonderful experience for my students and for me to attend the 

ASEP and it is still unbelievable for me that Ritsumeikan University was part of ASEP again 

after 3 years. I would like to thank the Education Bureau of Kaohsiung City Government, 

Fooyin University, and Kaohsiung Industrial High School and everyone who made it 

possible for us to join the program again. I would also appreciate Professor Chang from Isu 

University, Professor Kageto, Professor Yoshida and Mr. Ikeda for their big effort to help us.  

 

What was most challenging 

   As almost all the participants experience every year, working on a project as a group with 

partners from abroad and from other school is such a challenging experience. My group this 

year was a big one consisting of 15 members from different colleges of Ritsumeikan 

including 7 international students. Thanks to the big effort made by the people mentioned 

above, my students were lucky to be able to collaborate with students from Isu University, 

National San Yat-Sen University and Kansai University.  

My group included international students for the first time and was partnered with 3 

universities for the first time in my experiences of ASEP and WYM. Each team, therefore, 

had more national, linguistic and cultural diversities than ever before. Those diversities were 

most valuable assets for their learning. On the other hand, they assigned them big 

challenges as well. Students’ reports show that they faced big challenges and conflicts which 

are natural for international projects like ASEP and WYM. They faced difficulties in both in-

class discussions and discussions with partners from other universities. As always, they 

experienced difficulties in finding time to meet online, in choosing a topic and narrowing it 

down, and in communicating, compromising, accomplishing their project and presenting it 

as a team. 

However, the most challenging experience will be a very common one in their future 

career because the world today is becoming even more globalized and diversified than we 

expected yesterday. It will be a matter of fact that they meet online and work across even 
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more national, linguistic and cultural boundaries. I hope their tough experiences through the 

ASEP 2019 will help them get over their future challenges in communicating across various 

boundaries.  

 

Innovations in ASEP 2019 

I found some innovations in the practices of ASEP 2019. 

   One of them was that there were 5 venues for final presentations and all the 

presentations finished in the morning and there was a closing ceremony in the afternoon. 

The host school provided not only with the 5 venues but also with judges, teachers, staff 

members and students for each of the venues. Thanks to their effort, the main event of the 

presentations finished in the morning and students had more free time in the afternoon and 

evening. While it took less time for presentations than those ASEP I had experienced, it also 

had less opportunities for students to watch presentations by other groups. Some of my 

students wrote in their report that they wanted to see more presentations by students from 

other schools and universities. Students learn a lot of things by watching presentations by 

other groups as well as they learn a lot from judges’ comments. 

    

About question and answer sessions 

   Question and answer sessions are important opportunities for both presenters and 

audience to clarify some points or to deepen the discussions by the presentations. The 

sessions were mostly very active and sometimes inspirational. High school students did not 

hesitate to ask questions to university students. It is a little shame, however, that same 

students repeatedly asked questions in some venues as if they were motivated by the rewards 

given after their questions. Some of the questions were too difficult or even irrelevant to the 

presentations. I wondered how the question and answer sessions could be improved for 

more interactive communications and for deeper discussions for both presenters and 

audience. We may need some pre-ASEP instructions about this. The judges’ feedback will 

also help students make their presentations even better and interactive.   

 

Conclusion 

The ASEP 2019 was such a big success and the ASEP 2020 will be even more innovative 

and successful. What I personally think we need to pay attention is the structure of the 
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ASEP including the number of venues for presentations, the question and answer sessions 

and the judges’ feedback to make the program even more interactive and successful.   

  



4 

 

 

ASEP 2019 

Antonela Mihaljevic 

Ritsumeikan 

University 

Participating in this years ASEP, I´ve learned so many things. Together with my group 

members I learned about SDGs and how to create a project out of one of these goals. 

Beside gaining knowledge about SDGs I also learned how important (intercultural) 

communication is.  

Our Group included members from Japan, Taiwan, United States, Korea and Germany.  

We all had to communicate in English which was not that easy for some of us, including 

myself.   

Through the presentation, I learned how difficult it is to work with a team which is not in 

the same city or even in the same country. The difference in time and our different 

schedules also made it difficult for us to find time to chat and discuss some topics deep 

with our Taiwanese partners. Luckily both of our Teams (Ritsumeikan and Ishou) had a 

good group-spirit and we worked well together as a team, same for Ishou. Both team-

leaders did a good job to finalize our ideas to one group project. Even we had only one 

evening to check and practice our final presentation, it worked well and we won the 

platinum award.   

In Taiwan our Taiwanese group-members welcomed us at the airport and showed us as 

much as possible in Kaohsiung. They took us to the Night market, Cijin and other places 

and introducing us local culture and food culture. They send us also off at the airport and 

we took a lot of pictures together. After all the stress and the presentation these two days 

in Kaohsiung are good memories.  

Doing this presentation with a people not only from Japan but also from Taiwan changed 

my perspectives and ideas above the topic of Hunger and SDGs in general. Events as 

ASEP can widen the view of the world and bring people from different nations together. 

To see high school students from several Asian countries working on one project was very 

inspiring for me. In Europe we have similar programs and events organized by the EU, 

which also brings people and especially students together. I hope that more and more 
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students will participate in ASEP in the next 20 years too. For us university students I 

hope that more universities will participate. 
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What I have learned from ASEP 2019 

Asumi Katsura (1455180041-6) 

Ritsumeikan University 

2nd year in Social Science 

 

1. About ASEP 

 I went to Taiwan between 26th to 29th in last December to participate in ASEP; Asian 

Student Exchange Program. It was held in Kaohsiung, Taiwan by the Bureau of 

Education in Kaohsiung, and 160 students joined; not only college students but also 

primary, junior, and high school students. It was a conference about SDGs (for school) 

and this program had the purpose to consider about social problems for students 

between primary school to college. I joined this program as a member of C group from 

Ritsumeikan with NSYUS 

students.     

  

We had a presentation about 

education because it’s an 

important topic, including 

SDGs. We thought that 

experiential education will be 

useful for children’s education 

for the future. 

                                                 

Group C from Ritsumeikan and NSYUS students 

2. Progress for ASEP 

At first, we studied about SDGs and solutions in class on Tuesday by researching and 

exchanging opinions. It was the first time to learn about SDGs for me. There were some 

classes of doing that, and then, started to prepare for ASEP dividing 3 groups. We had 
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chat on LINE and Zoom to exchange our opinions about the theme and contents of our 

presentation. We often had chat on Tuesday night on Zoom, but sometimes, mic had 

problems, so did on LINE replacing Zoom. We decided to theme and conduct 

questionnaire about their opinions for Japanese, Taiwanese, and English-speaking college 

and graduate students. The reason why we did it was such data would be very useful to 

know their awareness and consider about solutions. We got about 200 answers from 3 

foreign students, and made graph to show them. Moreover, we decided rolls in 

presentation; opening and ending speaker, survey, and solution parts and discussed and 

made some slides in each part. I was in charge of the solution part with 2 Taiwanese and 

2 Japanese. We considered 2 solutions about future education from Japanese and 

Taiwanese. After making all slides and scripts, we did some rehearsal on LINE and the 

previous day of ASEP to make a good presentation. 

Thanks to that process, we managed to finish with no mistake. In my opinion, everyone 

did the best on the presentation. 

 

3. My opinion 

 According to joining ASEP program, I could learn two things; cooperating with others 

regardless of original countries and learning about SDGs. It was very fun to chat and 

cooperate with Taiwanese students because they had wonderful their opinions about 

solutions of our education theme. Moreover, learning about SDGs and such experience 

was the first time for me, I could have special time in this program. At first, all of 

assignments about it were very difficult, but thanks to other members help, I could do my 

best with discussing. Finally, I believe that this experience will be useful for my future 

education; it’s called “experiential education.” 

 

Reference 

  Makoto Kageto, ASEP is not merely an English event, Nihon Fukushi University, 

p1-6 
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ASEP, a magnificent miniature of the current world 

 

Atsuto Taniguchi 

International Communication Major, Letters, 3 years 

Ritsumeikan University 

 

 

In 27 December 2019, we participated in the Asian Student Exchange Program in Kaohsiung, 

Taiwan, and celebrated its 20th anniversary. This was a massive competition conducted by the 

Bureau of Education in Kaohsiung, and colourised by students with different Asian backgrounds; 

those from high schools and Universities in Japan, China, Taiwan, Indonesia, Bangladesh and 

Vietnam went onto the stage. This was a rare and great opportunity to experience the cross-cultural, 

international world. 

We would like to express our gratitude to Director for playing a role as a host of this project 

in the East Asian region. 

Our group consisted of a part of students at Ritsumeikan university (RU), at Kansai University 

(KU) in Japan, and I-Shou University (ISU) in Taiwan. Our teachers were three and each of them 

belongs to each university. All of them are experienced and enthusiastic, thus, we could enjoy a 

great deal of their pieces of advice whilst our project was undergoing. Here, we would love to show 

our gratefulness to every of our teachers for their kind, continuous support for us. 

 

 

We finally won a Gold rank (金奨) 

as the evaluation of our 

presentation. It is the second 

highest of all the ranks. This was 

satisfying, but we do regret not to 

be able to garner a Platinum, which 

is the highest. 

 

 

 

It is necessary to explain how our group discussed and decided our themes on SDGs, performed 

during our presentation and eventually reached to this stage. Our project was, at first, based on the 
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problems of plastics and leftovers abandoned as domestic rubbish in China, Japan and Korea. First 

of all, all the three groups suggested three ideas: the plastic and food abandonment, English teaching 

in East Asia and food aid for refugees in some African 

countries. However, RU students pointed out that the 

second and third options were not practicable. In fact, one 

of the ASEP classification criteria is if the plan is 

possible to be done by students. This decreased a large 

number of our other ideas including the two above, and 

the issues of plastic and domestic food waste in East Asia 

were chosen. This idea not only meets the feasibility, but 

also appeared to be easily implemented at schools. All of 

our members were aware of what would need doing so as 

to carry this plan forward; collecting data about the 

amount of wasted leftover in the East Asian countries, 

researching what actions are taken, listing the reasons 

why the two things are not dealt with appropriately and, 

discussing and finding out unique solutions for these 

problems. 

However, a problem occurred. As we were engaging in 

these things, it was found that these two topics would be unable to satisfy the originality, another of 

the criteria.  

We took this seriously and discussed how to cope with this difficult moment. Many ideas came up 

and went away during our discussion.  

As a result of this, we changed our topic to “Sustainable Development for Society in Multicultural 

Countries.” in November 2019, one month before the ASEP competition. This was originally a 

proposal from Minsu who was the leader of RU group. After deciding our new theme, our team 

began to talk more often on the phone and made a list of things to do. What would come first was 

sending out a questionnaire survey. Its target was foreign university students who had lived in 

Taiwan and Japan for at least two years. The content was various, but mainly asked them about 

cultural experience in the areas where they had stayed at that moment and the cultures of their home 

countries and regions. The responses for the questionnaire resulted in a good number, and we could 

obtain many pieces of data so it would be possible to make graphs for our presentation. With respect 

to the solutions, some intercultural events which take place in I-Shou and RU were employed. 

Eventually, we met each other offline in Taiwan. After arriving at I-Shou University and having a 

little conversation, our practice began. All our members noticed that each had different things to 
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ameliorate. As instances, some of us needed to enunciate and others, including me, had to speak 

more slowly so we would make clearer, understandable statements. In addition, every person of our 

Group shared the same tasks; memorising our descriptions. 

The day came. At one of the 

conferences, our presentation took 

place. Although ours did not look as 

catchy as the others delivered by high 

school students, the contents were 

more convincing. In terms of our 

performance, it was not perfectly 

done. However, we covered it by 

responding questions about our 

project, and, probably because of it, 

we reached to a Gold price. 

 

In retrospect, ASEP is not just a competition where students consider SDGs and present their 

thoughts about the objectives. ASEP is a miniature of what is happening in international stages, such 

as diplomacy, trades, foreign capital companies etc. In these fields, individuals with different 

backgrounds cooperate and compete with others following the same rules. There, they try making 

fruitful results going through a variety of differences and challenging moments. What we did in 

ASEP was a student version of this. Almost all of us are probably going to work experiencing this in 

future as the globalisation goes on. Therefore, ASEP 2019 offered the students a magnificent 

opportunity not only to practice utilising English language but also to practice ourselves before we 

dive into the current world where any effects can occur as results of the intercultural and 

international interaction. 
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Ben Mighall  

Theme Study 14  

Ritsumeikan University  

January 14, 2020  

ASEP: An Exercise In Futility  

  

I. Introduction  

As I am certain that you can ascertain from the title, this is not going to be some fluff piece 

about how “ASEP connects students across national boundaries” or “this experience was an 

excellent opportunity for me to experience multiculturalism”. I want it made exceptionally 

clear that this conference was a raging dumpster fire the likes of which I have not experienced 

in the nearly three dozen conferences or competitions I have attended since I was old enough 

to participate. Yes, Taiwan was an interesting place and I’m glad that I got a chance to see it 

with the help of I-Shou University students. Yes, the university students I interacted with were 

professional and decent. And yes, I am exceptionally proud of the hard work the Ritsumeikan 

University delegations put in to make the best presentations they could, regardless of the 

circumstances. However, those were the only bright spots in what was genuinely a horribly 
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run, terribly planned, and genuinely shoddy event. In fact, I will go so far as to make a 

borderline offensive analogy: much like the cheap knockoffs of brand-name goods that China 

and Taiwan are known for making and selling, this competition was a cheap knockoff of an 

actually decent and reputable academic conference and competition.   

With that said, I believe I address the points of concern with ASEP and I-Shou’s hosting very 

well in the  

Questionnaire submitted separately from this paper. While I may reference the lack of quality 

of the event and surrounding logistics, I will not be discussing it in more detail in this report 

as I feel it is unnecessary.  

I ask that you please read that Questionnaire before continuing.  

However, even if this HAD been a decent competition- with good logistics, helpful or 

purposeful judges, and professional conduct on the part of every organizer involved- the 

difficulties involved with my team’s presentation would have embarrassed us even further in 

front of the audience. This is what I wish to communicate through this report: that despite 

the best efforts of my team to overcome adversity and produce a decent presentation for the 

competition, we were unable to produce one that was up to the high standards we set for 

ourselves due to circumstances beyond our control.  

In this report, I will cover three major topics: first, the Ritsumeikan group’s efforts in 

producing the presentation for the conference, and the difficulties we faced within our group; 

second, working within the full three-university team; and third, the presentation itself.   

II. The Beginnings of Group A  

The semester started off like any other: during week 1, we got to know each other, and during 

week 2 getting us assigned to groups and given an outline on ASEP. (However, I was sick for 

some of it, and was unable to attend one of the introductory weeks. That was my fault.) We 

were assigned groups, though they were later changed around a bit more. Finally, group A- 

my group- was made up of me, three Japanese students- Atsuto, Yoko, and a girl who went by 

the nickname “Jicky”- and a Korean permanent resident of Japan named Minsu. We began 

discussing SDGs and potential topics almost immediately and struck up a good conversation 

in a LINE group; at this point, it seemed promising for our group. That said, there were no 

major milestones in the immediate future, so our decision making was anything but rapid or 

pressured. We spent several weeks simply just discussing the overall topic of ASEP and given 

that there was a lack of understanding about the requirements of the topic we were supposed 

to pick, we ended up stalling out early. The misunderstandings here were not simply within 
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our group- per our conversations with the other groups as well as with the other non-

Ritsumeikan students, no one really had a good understanding of what “SDGs for Schools” 

really meant in terms of picking a topic.   

This was not cleared up for around a week, causing us to lose some time, but not anything 

seriously major that we couldn’t make up for in the long run. We eventually settled on a topic 

that we were happy with, one that was a derivative of Jicky and Yoko’s ideas: food and garbage 

waste reduction. This was done as a compromise to merge our group’s ideas together, which 

seemed like a great idea at the time. However, this proved to be a very broad proposal, and 

upon guidance from Sakamoto-sensei as well as group debate, we narrowed it to food waste. 

This was something that we were unable to properly communicate with Kansai and I-Shou. 

While Kansai had similar ideas about waste reduction, they instead had very random ideas of 

“creating an app to sell used textbooks or donate them” and even cited “uploading human 

consciousness and memories into artificial intelligence” (something that is both science 

fiction and also idiotically factually incorrect of what uploading human consciousness to a 

computer really entails) as a “winning project” that they would like to repeat. I-Shou, however, 

didn’t seem to understand the topic and caused massive misunderstandings as they needed to 

ask Daniel for clarification on almost everything, and had several random ideas of their own 

that were not implementable in schools.   

As we got to the point where we needed to start making presentations in class- specifically, 

one about Taiwan’s culture and history- we were told to have one member of our group 

present to the class about their presentation. A misunderstanding occurred: we were told to 

each make individual presentations, not group ones, but my two male group members (Atsuto 

and Minsu) did not understand and worked together on one for our team. As I had also been 

advised to have my team members do most of the talking in the class and not have me do 

presenting work for the most part, in order to cultivate their English skills, I made a poorly-

timed and misunderstood joke where I said “Hey Jicky, you can do it!”. This put Jicky- a girl 

who was not comfortable speaking publicly and certainly not emotionally prepared to present 

in English at the moment- on the hot seat. Additionally, because of Minsu and Atsuto’s 

misunderstanding, Jicky ended up trying to present using their presentation instead of her 

own- a presentation that she had never seen before in her life. This proved to be too much for 

her, and following her presentation in class, she broke down in tears and left the room. Thanks 

to a perfect storm of misunderstandings and poor timing, Jicky ended up leaving the team and 

the class, never to return. As one of our most productive group members- the person who had 

the original idea for our topic, the person who always had taken notes and kept our group 

organized and on track- losing Jicky was a hard thing for us to bear; losing Jicky was something 
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I felt was my fault- I still do to some extent- and made me genuinely consider cancelling my 

participation in Taiwan. However, what we did not know was that losing her was something 

that would be the first of many reasons why the final result of our presentation would be far 

below standards- the loss of her organizational efforts was a factor in causing our group to fall 

behind and not finish the final version of the presentation before the event began.  

III. Working As A “Team”  

At this point, we needed to communicate in earnest with the other groups within the team. 

There were many questions that needed answering, many decisions that had to be made, and 

we were already at the halfway point to the date of departure for ASEP. At this point, we had 

a topic that we believed in, barring some warnings from Sakamoto-sensei that it was not 

“unique” enough to be a winning presentation at ASEP, but the other schools were not 

cooperating. In fact, that is a rather misleading statement: it wasn’t just that they were not 

cooperating, it was that they were not even bothering to talk to us or communicate most of 

the time. We reached out several times, even managing to web chat with Kansai University 

students on multiple occasions and Cindy from I-Shou on a couple of others, but no matter 

what we did, we could not get anything substantial done. We had tentatively decided on the 

topic as “food waste reduction”, but as we were told this was not a good topic, Minsu actually 

came up with a better one that was easier to implement: dealing with language and cultural 

barriers within schools. As we had lost Jicky by this time, there was no reason for us to be loyal 

to her topic, and instead needed to focus on something that would be easier to accomplish in 

the lack of time that we had.   

Before I go further, I should mention that when I refer to “I-Shou” and “Kansai” during these 

sections, I mean “Cindy from I-Shou” and “Ryota from Kansai”. No one else from those 

schools really ever interacted with our group besides those two, outside of small and 

unproductive video chats. We even lost one of our I-Shou team members a week into the 

group chat on LINE. Despite us reaching out to them multiple times per week in the chat, we 

were never able to get their attention, except once: when we were deciding the topic.  

This is the only time we ever heard from all team members. We were finally given a final 

deadline to decide our topics for ASEP and begin preparing a presentation. At this point, our 

groups were still slowly debating the two topics- Kansai on the side of food waste, I-Shou and 

Ritsumeikan on the side of language and cultural barriers- and everyone was both wringing 

their hands and dragging their feet. In fact, this went on even through yet another video chat 

the Friday of that week (the presentation and topic were due Tuesday morning for us), where 

we were still unable to decide anything. However, during class that week, I told my group: 
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“It’s time. No more messing around. We all decided to go with Minsu’s new topic 

(language/culture) and we’re going to make it happen since I-Shou is also behind us. I’ll get 

them there, just back me up.” I did exactly what I said I’d do: I told everyone in the chat that 

we had no time left, and that we would have a poll from Friday at noon to Saturday at noon to 

decide the final topic, and after that there would be no more debate or complaints. I made the 

poll and sent it out, and between IShou’s 3 members and Ritsumeikan’s 4 members, the poll 

already had its majority set on the language/culture barrier topic within 10 minutes of it being 

posted. However, Kansai got their group together, and in the span of about five minutes after 

that, all voted simultaneously against it. However, they were outnumbered, and that was the 

last time members besides Ryota/Cindy were heard from until we actually met in Taiwan. It 

wasn’t exactly a good note to leave things on, but we had to move on.  

IV. The Crash and Burn  

Obviously, things weren’t going great, but we kept moving. We created the initial presentation, 

presented it in class, made refinements, presented it again, and did this while working with 

Cindy and Ryota (well, mostly Cindy at this point) to make the framework for the presentation. 

However, this was mostly our effort, which was disheartening to say the least. We finally had 

an outline ready just before leaving for Taiwan and planned to hash out the rest with the group 

if we had time the night we arrived. Of course, that didn’t exactly happen because of one small 

snag: Kansai and I-Shou had talked, and completely changed the solutions that we had 

proposed and set as the cornerstones of our presentation, and they did it literally four days 

before the presentation and right before I was supposed to leave for Taiwan. This was 

probably the biggest setback we experienced. We had a perfectly good slideshow and 

presentation ready to go, but since we couldn’t do anything about it, we had to throw it all out 

and start from scratch.   

After a long couple of days of travel where I actually almost got detained by airport police, got 

charged $500 (or 50,000 yen) to change my flights because I didn’t have the necessary 

documentation at the airport and missed my flight, and finally made it to Taiwan after 

cramming myself into a tiny coach seat, this was honestly just too much. I was exhausted, 

wanted to sleep to the point of almost passing out, and suffering emotionally and physically. 

However, that night, I ended up having to write five peoples’ scripts, rewrite the other four 

peoples’, completely edit and help redesign the slideshow, and coach everyone on English 

speaking and presentation skills. In fact, we ended up changing the solutions AGAIN. It was 

an exhausting night, and- under the assumption that I would be able to help us finish the 

presentation in the morning- we finally closed down for the night and went to bed…for four 
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hours until we had to wake up to catch the bus to the INCREDIBLY horribly located event. 

(Again, please, for the love of God, read my Questionnaire.) We had no time to actually finish the 

presentation, and I ended up just scribbling things down in the slideshow just to make it look 

somewhat complete. To reiterate, we HAD a working presentation. We HAD solutions and 

ideas and everything was already set to go. Thanks to Kansai and I-Shou, we now had spent 

all of our preparation time completely redoing everything from the beginning instead of 

preparing like the other groups. There was no way that anyone would have had enough time 

to prepare, barring maybe the most hardcore public speaking veterans. (Well, I did okay. But 

again, I had experience and I am a native speaker, so that’s not saying much.) Before we gave 

the presentation, we had only managed to run through the presentation three times total as 

practice. Three. That’s it.  

Naturally, the presentation wasn’t great. Kansai did alright for the most part, with only a few 

errors made. Ritsumeikan did absolutely outstanding, which wasn’t a surprise. Yoko was 

especially impressive- despite her shy demeanor, she absolutely killed it and “played through 

the pain”, so to speak. However, not only did everyone except Cindy from I-Shou forget their 

lines, they stretched out their speaking time, made tons of speaking errors, didn’t move on 

when they got stuck, and stared at the screen the entire time- all five things which I had worked 

with them on the night before, but remember: we only had run through it three times because 

we had to create entirely new material. Additionally, the group threw out the strategy we had 

set of “if it’s on your slide’s subject, you answer the question” and ended up throwing it to me 

and Atsuto only. Either way, the whole thing was exceptionally embarrassing, especially when 

the lady on the stage rudely and gruffly told us to “please leave” at the end of our presentation. 

(Yet another example of unprofessionalism on the part of ASEP, but again, I’m not bothering 

to discuss it further.)  

That said, the presentation wasn’t completely garbage. The points we made were indeed 

implementable, realistic, and decent ideas that show promise. They fell within the scope of 

the problem and helped offer real solutions, with real evidence that implementing these steps 

is a positive thing. The survey, and how we presented it, went exceptionally well; the 

presentation was hardly shabby; and all of the students from Kansai and Ritsumeikan who 

followed I-Shou’s blunders adapted extremely well and did their best to make the presentation 

as good as it could have been given the circumstances. However, it did not meet our 

expectations, and it was very upsetting to all of us.  

V. Conclusion  

In conclusion, three major points for why our presentation was not up to snuff could be made 
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here. First, there was a lack of structure and communication that caused delays in starting up 

our project; while we could have taken some steps to improve that, it wasn’t out of order for 

us to wait for clarification on a normal timetable because we still believed we would be fine 

putting together our presentation in the time we had; additionally, the loss of Jicky was a major 

blow to our group and overall team’s productivity. Second, we were unable to properly work 

with the other school’s groups without playing hardball simply due to both schools’ lack of 

communication and failure to compromise. Lastly, changes forced onto us at the last minute 

caused a massive delay in setting up our presentation and caused us to go on with minimal 

preparation.   

All in all, this was an exercise in futility for Ritsumeikan students (especially for me) because- 

no matter how much we tried to bridge the gap between the schools, no matter how hard we 

worked, no matter how many good ideas we had- we were held back by the incompetence of 

others, which is a heartbreaking thing.   

Still, was Taiwan a worthwhile experience? All of ASEP’s issues notwithstanding, yes. We did 

grow closer as a team, got to know each other well, and grew as people through hardship. (I 

also ate a hujiaobing.) That’s all we can ask for in circumstances like what we faced in 

Kaohsiung. Still, some part of me wonders if there was really anything that we could have done 

to help prevent these issues. At the end of the day, though, it really doesn’t matter much at 

all. Just like most of what we did before and during ASEP, to reconsider the past and try to 

blame yourself is an exercise in futility.  
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Politeness 

~ Through my precious ASEP experience ~ 

 

Haruka Takagishi 

Ritsumeikan University 

1. What is ASEP? 

ASEP is stands for Asian 

Students Exchange Program. 

In the ASEP, students from 

Taiwan and other Asian 

countries work together basing 

on the theme of ASEP and 

they present their work. It is 

usually held from December 

23rd to 29th in Kaohsiung, Taiwan and Asian students participate every year. In this year, 

about 50 groups of students who are from Japan, Taiwan, South Korea, Vietnam, 

Indonesia, India and New Zealand were participated in this program. All students were 

presented about “SDG’s for school” following the ASEP.  

2. Group Work  

 Our group worked on the one of the Sustainable Developing Goals which is 

ZERO HUNGER. We did our best and our presentation was succeed. However we had 

some hardships while we were working on our presentation.  

The most difficult thing was language problem. In our group, there are 9 students. Three 

from Japan, three from Taiwan, one each from Korea, America and Germany. More than 
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half of students are Asian and almost all of our group 

members were students who are speaking English as a 

second language and everyone does not have same 

speaking level. Therefore some problems sometimes 

happened while we were having a conversation. For 

example, we could not tell what we really want to tell 

and we also misunderstand the meaning what other member told.  

 When people make presentation, people have to think their own ideas and share 

them to other group member correctly. However it often happens what conversation is 

not going well between group members. Even if all members are from same countries 

and speaking same first language.  

3. English Ability   

 The current world population is 7.7 bullion (United Nation Information Center. 

2019). According to the web site which is called English Club, about 21% of world 

population are using English and 75% of those are people who are using English as their 

second language. From this date, people who can speak English are not unusual. 

Therefore Japanese people who are studying English are keep increasing in a decade. 

However there is information that Japanese people are not good at English. According 

to the data of BEI from Global English Company which is international index about the 

business command of English, Japan was 4.29 points out of 10points. This result 

belongs to a low rank in the whole world. On the other hand, South Korea was 

5.28points. It can say that there might be some differences of the English ability in our 

groups.  
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4. Politeness  

 I learned that here is other things which is more important than language ability 

when people do group works with foreigners. The thing is politeness. Politeness mean is 

considering others so people act politely, discussion may be going well even people 

does not have high language skills. For example, listening to other’s opinion until they 

finished speak, telling what people think as much as possible without giving up and 

respecting each other. Even if all of us can speak English like native speaker, discussion 

will not go well without those politeness. 

All of our members had a politeness when we have group discussion. Therefore we 

made it on our final presentation in ASEP. 

5. Conclusion  

 I learned through ASEP experience that how important politeness is. Each of 

members care about others and act politely, everyone feel comfortable while discussion. 

Therefore we could make good presentation which is everyone satisfied. 

In conclusion, language skills are really important to communicate with others. 

However politeness is more important than language skills because if they does not 

have consideration between group members communication would not be going well. In 

other words, our presentation in ASEP would not be succeed.  

References  

The English Club, “English population of the world is 1.5billion” Jan.2nd 2020. 

https://english-club.jp/blog/english-world-population/#8 
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My Precious Experience with Taiwanese Friends   

Ritsumeikan University Team C 

Hinako TADATSU 

1. Motivation for the Presentation 

 To be honest, I took this course simply because communicating with Asian 

students and visiting Taiwan sounded interesting. Therefore, I was a little surprised and 

confused when I heard that I had to do a presentation in such a big event. Since our 

professor said that Taiwanese students and Japanese high school students have high 

level of language and presentation skills, I felt pressure and worried if I could do well in 

the event.  

Actually, we had difficulties in making progress with the preparation for the 

presentation. We had meetings once a week using an application named “Zoom,” 

however, having a conversation with people whom we have never met in person was not 

easy for us. What I regret now is that the members including me relied too much on 

group leaders at first. Though we gradually realized that all of the members must 

participate actively in the project and tried hard to make the presentation better one, I 

think we should have worked harder from the beginning.  

2. The Day Before the Presentation 

 We arrived at the Kaohsiung International Airport in the afternoon of 26th. I 

was very glad to see our baddy students were waiting for us at the gate holding a 

welcome board. After having a delicious dinner at a nice restaurant, we discussed and 

held a rehearsal. We could not finish the presentation within the time at first, but after 

practice, it finally become satisfactory. 

3. The Day of the Presentation 

 Before getting on the stage, we were very nervous because other groups’ 

presentations were excellent. We cheered each other and tried to relax ourselves. I 

recalled what our leader said on the group chat, “No matter what the result of the 

presentation is, it will not worth more than the time we share!” These words encouraged 

me a lot. When we started making the presentation, I got excited because the large 

audience were listening to us. Though all of the members were feeling uneasy until just 
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before the performance, we could enjoy very much.  

It cannot be said our presentation was perfect, but we were satisfied with our work 

and proud of ourselves. At that time, I felt that all the members were connected with 

strong ties and I was glad that I participated in this project.  

3. My Precious Memories in Taiwan 

 I thought achieving something cooperating with each other is worthwhile. I 

will never forget this invaluable experience in Taiwan. Also, I was moved by kindness 

and hospitality of Taiwanese students. Japan is known for its “Omotenashi” culture, but 

I think Taiwan is also a country which has that culture. They made some plans so that 

we Japanese students can enjoy sightseeing, and made a reservation for a famous 

Taiwanese food restaurant. At the last night of our stay, they gave us a lot of gifts like 

snacks!! I was very glad but at the same time I felt sorry for them because I could not do 

anything for them. If they visit Japan someday, I will offer the best hospitality to them.  

 

Thank you very much my best friends!! 
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ASEP, Kaohsiung experience 

Isabella Holliday 

 

Pre arrival 

Before arriving to Kaohsiung we were introduced to our partnering university though line, 

where we did most of our communication. Our team was partnered with National Sun 

Yat-Sen University (aka. Sun). We held weekly calls on Tuesday night with Sun, they had 

their own meeting on a Monday night and we met up on Tuesday morning. We discussed 

many ideas and two topics were chosen and combined, experiential learning and 

hydroponics. I was worried it would be too much and that we should only focus on the 

experiential learning however my team showed me that we could turn this into a game 

and learning experience. 

 

Arrival 

We arrived Thursday the 26th of December in the 

afternoon.  

Going back to the dorms we dropped off our 

luggage and over dinner we discussed our topic 

and edited it before uploading it before 8pm. We 

went back to the classroom where we practiced 

together until midnight before calling it a night as 

we had an early morning to get to the venue. 

 

Topic of choice  

The topic chosen was experiential learning, this is 

where a person learns by doing something rather 

than just reading through a book. We discussed this 

idea due to the fact that in Asia many children are 

taught through text books and only learn to get A+ 

on exams (stereotypically). We felt it was important to give kids the future to be able to 

apply their knowledge but also get interested in learning new topics. We decided that we 

would use gaming as a way of presenting this. Through the games you would do 

experiments or debates in which you would have to learn from and apply the information 

next time you did it. It could be taught with different subjects and year groups and also 

could be done without teachers and having children of different ages to teach each other. 

All it takes is one bad teacher to get a student to give up their dream.  

 

Day of presentation 
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The presentation was nerve racking but also thrilling to see other people’s ideas and 

presentations. It was a shame not to see many other universities due to being in other 

rooms but the high school students who presented before us were incredibly talented, if 

slightly terrifying towards other high school groups, though you could see a huge change 

in the way they questioned students older than themselves. What our presentation could 

hopefully bring would be an equal footing between different age grouping when teaching 

each other. The closing ceremony was interesting as I was not expecting people to scream 

as much as they did when they won awards. It was very surreal.  

 

Taiwan 

What did I learn from the people I met? Their kindness was overwhelming and they loved 

to discuss all matters of topics. That’s one of the few things I wish Japan would do, as 

debates and passionate conversations seem to be few and far between, personally 

speaking. I knew little before joining this course about Taiwan other than the controversy 

between them and China. But when I arrived the country was lovely though you could 

see poverty and economic issues everywhere, though the city centre tried to hide this fact. 

Pollution is huge in Taiwan and when outside I did struggle a lot, thus I feel having the 

ASEP meetings there was an apt choice as many people discussed environmental issues 

and you could see firsthand how the country is affected by these problems. 
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ASEP 2019 Reminded Me Significance of Togetherness 

 

Junyoung Choi 

Ritsumeikan University 

 

 During the course selection period of my university, some courses drew my attention, and 

Theme Study was one of them, as the whole course description seemed very interesting, but above all, 

the fact that I will have a presentation in Taiwan, which is not a country where I am from, or where I 

am currently living and studying, was the main reason why I decided to apply for the course. On the 

very first day of the course, Toshiko professor explained what we are going to do through the semester 

and gave us basic information about ASEP, and I was so impressed that all the classmates were 

enthusiastic about the presentation, just like myself, although we were not yet given the topic.  

 A few weeks later, the class was divided into three groups, and I was assigned to group B. 

There were three Japanese students, two exchange students each from the United States, and Germany, 

and me, South Korean. Also, the presentation topic, sustainable development goals for school, was 

given. Fortunately, since my major is international relations, and I had already learned a little bit about 

the SDGs of United Nations, it was a topic that I was quite familiar with.  

Another few weeks later, three Taiwanese students from I-Shou university also joined our group, 

and we began to choose the specific presentation topic, and we found that all of us had a common 

interest, food. We tried to connect our interest to one of the SDGs. Since we all love food, we know 

nobody can be happy when they cannot have enough food especially because of financial reasons, and 

this was similar to the goal number two of the United Nations, “Zero Hunger”.  

First of all, we tried to figure out how two countries, Japan and Taiwan, are dealing with hunger 

issues, and to find out our own suggestions for zero hunger. During our research, we realised the 

existence of food bank, which I had never heard about before, and food bank is very helpful. 

Nevertheless, through the survey we conducted, we found out that not many people actually know 

what food bank is, therefore, promoting food bank itself can be very good solution for reducing hunger. 

All of our nine group members are hard workers, so we did what we were supposed to do, and prepared 

properly.  
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On the actual presentation day, everyone was 

nervous, but we decided to enjoy it, as it is not a 

common chance we can have. We practiced again and 

again not to make mistake, but sadly, one of us was 

too nervous so that she was not able to speak properly. 

Nonetheless, other group members who were 

standing close to her tried to relax her and encouraged 

to keep speaking. That was the best part of the 

presentation and I felt so many things during less than 

a minute. We are not from the same country or we 

have not known each other for long, but still we are friends and we look after each other. Nobody 

blamed her even after the presentation.  

While preparing for the presentation, of course, I learned new things, such as food bank, however, 

what I think the most important thing I have learned so far is that we are all mates. I look after my 

mates and my mates always look after me. I personally believe this is what we sincerely and 

fundamentally need for anything, even achieving sustainable development goals. 
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KIM Yeonwoo 

1522180026-2 

Ritsumeikan University 

 

Cultural and National Exchanges through ASEP 

 

1.    From the beginning of the semester 

Since the begin of the fall semester, the course called project study in collaboration 

with Asian students, caught my attention. In the case of the courses for International 

Relations College, there are more courses full of lectures and papers, however, this course 

led me to have an interest in this active and high-communicable course. In particular, the 

fact that engaging and exchanging with Taiwan students led me to take this course as well. 

Since this course was the lottery-based, there are some percentages that I finally could 

get in or not, however, I am extremely glad that I could get in this course.  

 

2.    Before the presentation for ASEP 

From the beginning of the course to the thirteen weeks, before we head up to the 

Kaohsiung to show our presentation, it was coexisting of anxiety and excitement. It was 

a little bit complicated to communicate with students from Taiwan only using for the 

facial phone call and SNS chatting because there was some technical problem and it was 

hard to arrange every group members’ time to hold the meeting. It was combined with 

awkwardness and shyness to communicate with people do not know at the beginning of 

discussing with students from Taiwan. However, our leader Isi and Cody kept encourages 

us to release our anxiety, make comment and have the active conversation. I believe there 

were some misdelivered and miscommunication during the meetings due to the lack of 

pieces of knowledge and some language boundaries. However, I believe we had the best 

group work while we all trying to understand, listen, cooperate, engage and communicate. 

 

3.    On the days of ASEP 
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December 26 to December 29, our group from Ritsumeikan University head up to 

participate events for ASEP 2019 to Kaohsiung, Taiwan. I did not feel close that I will go 

to Kaohsiung and participate in an event even a day before a ride on an airplane. A day 

before to go to Taiwan, I was a little bit nervous about what if we and students from 

Taiwan have any conflicts and ruin the presentation. It was awkward for the first meet in 

Kaohsiung airport as I expected, however, they had granted us very nicely and friendly, I 

was able to relax. Although we had the biggest boundary called language difference, we 

tried our best to communicate by using body language, facial signs, and even exchanged 

our mother languages with each other. We were able to be more friendly as we had a 

rehearsal at National Sun Yat-Sen University. On the day of the presentation, we all were 

nervous and afraid of being mistakes or forgetting scripts, however, we cheered up 

together and finally was able to finish well. After we got relaxed from the tension of 

ASEP presentation, we were able to get relax and enjoy closing ceremony by having fun 

daily lives conversation and took tons of pictures. Cody, Wendy, Louis, Jerry, and Nicky 

were very nice and lovely to us. They took us, Ritsumeikan people, to night market street, 

Cijin Island, The Pier-2 Art Center, and a few famous restaurants to let us experience full 

of Taiwan-ness! The last day in Kaohsiung was the most memorable and happiest time 

for us. On the last night, they held a pizza and chicken party to us on their campus. We 

enjoyed a sort of game and deep conversation as well. At the beginning of the projects, it 

was full of nervous and awkwardness, however, I am very happy that we become much 

friendly. I believe we were the best group ever in my life! 

 

4. What I contributed to our group 

As we decided on our topic for ASEP, we additionally decided on our role and parts 

for presentation. I took a charge for the survey part with Louis from Taiwan, we 

researched the purpose, reason, and results for the survey to further move on to the 

conclusion part. As well as, I think I led the other, my group members, to talk a lot. I am 

a shy girl; too, however, I might be one of the shy-less people among our group. To get 

rid of the full of awkwardness and be friendly with them, I kept talk and laugh with them. 

The most difficult thing I experienced 
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5. What I learned from ASEP 

Through ASEP experience, I was able 

to realize that I am the person who can lead 

a group. I am very pleased to take this 

course and experience to exchange with 

students from Taiwan. Studying abroad in 

Japan is my first cultural exchange for me, 

though, I had a lack of opportunities to have 

a real exchange project with both Japanese 

and East Asian. It is because the lecture in International Relations is focused on paper and 

exams without actual to meet with Japanese people. While we were making the ASEP 

project, we all from different nationals were able to share, cooperate, and engage each 

other by communication and discussion without following the majority vote. I always 

thought I am a little shy and following someone’s opinion and let them lead the group 

work. However, I believe now I have the power to manage and lead the group work next 

time regardless of any language boundaries and personal differences since we well 

finished the ASEP project. I very much appreciate to have this wonderful chance to join 

ASEP, and I am glad that I gained self-confidence myself. 
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Communication in English and contact with different 

culture 

 

 Mayuko Nishioka 

 

I participated in ASEP (Asian Students Exchange Program) in 2019, in Kaohsiung. This is my 

first experience to attend this kind of program in foreign country. Before attend this program, I went 

to Australia to study abroad program. This course made me a little confidence so I tried to attend this 

course. However, I found out that my English skill and understanding about different culturalism is 

so far from enough level. I had 2 kinds of hard experience, aspect of communication in English and 

contact with different culture. 

First of all, I could find out that my English skill is not enough to communicate with foreign 

people. As I said before, I expected that my English was conversational level so I could talk with 

Taiwanese partners. However, it was hard time to talk with 

Taiwanese on zoom not on sight. First, I should have learned about 

SDGs because I couldn’t make myself understood and couldn’t 

understand what they were talking about. 

Also, I should have attended this class after getting enough English 

skill to communicate and discuss something. I had a hard experience 

to talk in English and suffered from discussion with them. However, 

now I don’t regret to attend this course because I could learn about 

them thanks to my teammates’ help. This experience was so 

precious one for me. 

 Secondly, I had suffered from difference among Japanese, 

Korean, British and Taiwanese. Our team was so nice but there are 

many cultures among the team. Especially in Taiwan, I experienced 

difference in food. Our team members in Taiwan took us 

around many places and I could eat some kinds of food in 

Taiwan. However, some foods 

were very delicious but others are 

not good for me because I was not 

good at these smelling. I thought 

this was also difficulty for any 

F

(Before start of online meeting) 
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foreign tourists.  

（Dinner on the first day with Taiwanese guys） 

 In conclusion, I had hardships of this course however they will make me motivation to 

study English and culture. Also, it was good opportunity to know kindness of Taiwanese. I think it 

was good for me to attend this course. 
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The Struggle and Pleasure in ASEP 2019 

Minsu KIM 

Ritsumeikan University 

 

1. Purpose and motivation of participation  

     I decided to participate in ASEP in order to understand profoundly about SDGs and 

communication skills. To be honest, my motivation for this was not much high at the 

beginning of the course. However, I started feeling responsibility through discussing and 

communicating with my group member and therefore, I was more motivated.  

 

2. What I contributed to the team  

     Our group consisted of three universities from two countries, Japan and Taiwan. I 

played a role in this project as a leader of 

Ritsumeikan University. Before arriving in 

Taiwan, online meeting with Kansai and I-shou 

university was usually conducted once a week 

so that I attended almost every meeting and 

attempt to improve our ideas for “SDGs for 

school”. During conversation, I took care not to 

speak unilaterally and to listen member’s 

opinion. After arriving in Taiwan, I focused on memorizing my part in the real 

presentation and improving the quality of my speech because my group member were 

excellent people so that I did not have to say nothing.  

 

3. The most difficult thing I experienced  

     Communication and topics for SDGs. These two things made me get trouble 

during ASEP project. In terms of communication, it was difficult to tell our idea in online 

meeting. As mentioned above, our team had three universities from two countries. This 

took a time when we try to decide something. Our group mainly used LINE and ZOOM 

as a tool of communication. However, since our members were busy, there was no online 
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meeting which everyone could attend. Even during the meeting, I struggled to tell my 

opinion because both group member and I are not native speaker. Therefore, I required to 

tell slowly and clearly to persuade them easier. In terms of topics for SDGs, that was the 

most difficult park for me. Our topic is “sustainable development for society in 

multiethnic countries”, although our topic used to be different one and it changed on the 

end of November. There were disputes between our group as we had different opinions.  

However, I’m really happy that we could summarize and make a wonderful presentation.  

 

4. The things I missed or felt regret 

One thing is that we should have organized our topic more quickly. Because of the 

hard schedule and changing our topic on the end of December, we made our presentation 

just in time for the presentation day. Of course, I am glad that we could cooperate and 

make a good presentation as a team, although I wish we had more time to prepare. Second, 

I sometimes could not prepare for online meeting. Since there was only one online 

meeting per week, I should have prepared more so that we would have been able to make 

more intensive discussion.  

 

5. What I learned from ASEP  

     I learned three things from ASEP 2019. First one is the importance of 

communication skills to tell some opinions and persuade. We mainly used English as a 

communication language, which sometimes caused misunderstanding. In order to solve 

this problem, we need to pay attention on speed, words we use, and response. This 

technique will be useful not only in English, but also in other languages. Second one is 

time management. As mentioned above, our members were busy so that it was difficult 

for some people to join in meeting. However, if we spent time more effectively and wisely, 

that problem would not be a big deal. To achieve our goals in limited time, well-

preparation and concentration on working might be necessary. Third one is positive 

thinking. Until the real presentation day, I sometimes thought things negatively when 

something didn’t go well. However, my group member was always positive and 

optimistic about it. I need to learn from them about this way of thinking not to put myself 

too much and to build teamwork. 
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ASEP: From Japan to Taiwan 

Raine Lo 

“Peep the Hunger” 

Ritsumeikan University 

Upon entering this class, I was excited I was going to meet and communicate 

with other students, not only in this class, but also those who lived in Taiwan. Note 

the title of the class being: Project Study in Collaboration with Other Asian Students. 

The introduction of the class was interesting, light-hearted, and it seemed easy; 

however, some of that aspect changed when the official theme of the program was 

introduced as SDGs. At the time, I was sort of familiar with SDGs, but having to 

never really use them deflated some of my knowledge of them. I never knew how 

much I needed to use and know them until this very class. Now that the entire class 

had knowledge of the theme, the destination of the conference, and a deadline, 

everyone was put into three separate groups. I was put into a group with five other 

people in my class, and three students from I-Shou University, our Taiwanese 

partners. 

 At the start, and as usual, it was quite awkward communicating with everyone. 

Quite awkward that it was almost difficult to appoint our group’s leader and 

subleaders, which I eventually stepped up to take the position as leader. However, 

that did not stop us from becoming the Platinum winners among the university teams 

at the ASEP conference! Comfortable or not, we jumped right into which SDGs we 

were most interested in and focused mainly with SDG 2: Zero Hunger. As we met in 

and out of class more, we became much more comfortable with each other and 

started to discuss more in depth of our presentation ideas without anyone butting 

heads. Everything was flowing nicely. 

When we first started communicating with the Taiwanese students though, it was 

tough. On top of the horrible video and voice connection, everyone’s busy schedules, 

and their English not being the best, every meeting with our partners did not go so 

well. However, aside from them doing their best, we all agreed to stick to 
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communicating through text on LINE, which was our main source of communication. 

Through LINE, we completed everything. From our topic down to how we would 

meet at the airport in Kaohsiung. 

In class, aside from discussing our presentation ideas among our groups, we kept 

our professor and other classmates up to date with our research, productivity, and 

communication with our partners. We also discussed efficient ways to deliver our 

presentations, what we would be doing in Kaohsiung and how the conference would 

be like, and we peer edited each other’s presentations as well. 

On Christmas Eve, with our presentation 98.3% done, my group and I decided 

that it would be best to complete the rest face to face with our partners in Taiwan. 

On December 26, 2019, at 11:30 AM, we flew to Kaohsiung where we met our 

Taiwanese partners who gave us a warm and friendly welcome. After introductions, 

we traveled to I-Shou University, settled, had dinner, and then finally completed our 

presentation. Our presentation was finally 100% done. The next day, we gave it our 

all and presented our topic and ideas. We had a minor slip up, but even then, nothing 

changed the deliverance and importance of our presentation. 

I was deeply impressed by the presentations that were given on the presentation 

day. All the students gave it their all and put so much passion and creativity into their 

presentations. Their ideas were intriguing, and I surprised myself by wanting to ask 

everyone questions. There were times where I could not ask them, though. Which I 

am slightly disappointed about, but that is beside the point.  

After the presentations, we ate the delicious lunch that was provided and watched 

the amazing talent show that ASEP put together. The energy and different cultures 

all mixed into one place was truly exciting to witness and feel. 
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When it came to the awards, I was truly astounded by the reactions of all the 

students around me. Being in my third year as a university student, I feel as though 

awards do not phase me anymore, so I was 

sort of unbothered by the awards 

ceremony; however, I thought it was nice 

to hear and see everyone shouting and 

crying with joy when they received an 

award. Do not get me wrong, I was more 

than happy, and surprised, when my team 

received the Platinum award, but I am glad that all those junior and senior high 

school students could enjoy something like this more than me, and to know that their 

presentations were worth such an award. To know that they made a difference. 

After the ASEP conference ended, our fellow Taiwanese partners showed us 

around Kaohsiung, and we enjoyed this day sightseeing and eating wonderful food. 

By the end of the night, we were tired, and our feet hurt, but it was all worth it and 

we all had a great time. 

Unfortunately, on the 29th of December, my group and I from Ritsumeikan 

returned home. Our partners waved us goodbye and waited for us to walk past the 

gates. We took a lot of pictures and even sent them to a group chat that Daniel, a 

professor who helped my class in many ways since the beginning of our semester, 

created. Speaking of Daniel, we cannot thank him enough for the help and support 

he gave us from the time we arrived in Kaohsiung to the time we left and are forever 

grateful for his help. 

With all that said, I can say that I had an amazing time. I am glad that I was able 

to make such friends in another country, as well as improve my leadership, 

communication, teamwork, and presentation skills. I cannot wait to visit Kaohsiung 

again and I hope to meet the partners that I was able to work with in the future. 

Although it was a short program for me, I am very thankful for the opportunities 

ASEP and this class at Ritsumeikan were able to give me during my time abroad in 

Japan. I look forward to hearing more about ASEP in the future. 
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ASEP2019 

My irreplaceable experience  
Rina Kato 

Ritsumeikan University 

   

  I have learned a lot through this class. I think this learning is something I can never 

experience in other classes. And I will never forget this valuable experience.    

 

   For the first time I met my classmate, I was very surprised. Because, the most of 

students are wonderful English speakers, not only International students but also Japanese 

students. Having to talk about the SDGs in native English was painful at first. With little 

prior knowledge of the SDGs, I couldn't understand English words on environmental 

issues, etc., and were looking for everyone's discussions if there were words I couldn't 

understand. So in the beginning, I could hardly express my opinion.  

   To break through this situation, I studied English harder. For example, I researched 

about SDGs to enrich my knowledge of SDGs, and Dubbed a foreign film in English and 

saw it in English subtitles to improve my listening skill. Thanks to these efforts, I was 

able to understand the contents of the meeting gradually. In addition, my teammates tried 

to understand my poor English and helped me with the difficult content.  

 

Everything was new from Taiwan, food, 

temples and the size of university etc. One of the 

most impressive things was that the MRT 

subway introduced coin-like tickets. Compared 

to Japanese paper tickets, I think they are 

reusable and eco friendly. I was worried at first 

because I did not understand Chinese, but I was 

able to spend without any inconvenience because 

a Taiwanese college student supported me. They 

were very friendly and easy to talk to and could 

get up to speed quickly.  We had to speak non 

native language, English, so we always listened 

to the other person and always tried to 

understand them clearly. For the first time before 
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the ASEP 2019, the entire team was in place, and we repeated the presentation over and 

over again. I always kept my loud voice, pronunciation, intonation, and eye contact to 

audience.  

On the day of the performance, there were many students from various Asian 

countries at the venue. It began with the presentations of high school students. These are 

a very interesting presentation using plays and images. I was very satisfied with my 

presentation. However, the only one things that I regretted was that I couldn't ask anything 

about the other team's announcement. I need to study more. 

 

Being able to participate in ASEP2019 was a truly valuable experience. I want to 

make use of everything I experienced in this class in my future school life. 
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Achievement and Next Step 

Shoji Chuma 

Ritsumeikan university 

 

 

 

I have had a good experience in Kaohsiung. I have never made a presentation for 

many audiences in English. My speaking part was so short even for 30 second. I was 

afraid of it. But we could accomplish the big thing. We got a platinum award. The reason 

for our victory is a teamwork and passion. I think that we could get along with teammate 

and discuss SDGs well. And we fixed and practiced our presentation until 10pm when we 

met first time in person.  

 I was surprised at presentation of high school student on the day. I felt their passion and 

their effort which they did. They had confidence 

more than university students on a stage. I know 

that there is always a better speaker of English. 

But I thought that my English was disappointing. 

I should accept my level and restart to learn 

English. I was glad to participate in ASEP 

because it made me realize how much I.can do 

English now.  
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Experience in ASEP2019 

Yoko Sato 

1. Purpose  

Time magazine picked Greta Thunberg for Person of the Year and now everyone 

knows her. She made a speech in COP25. 

It increased people’s interest in problems 

of climate change and SDGs became a 

hot topic in Japan. So, I think it is a good 

chance to think about it deeply and 

decided to participate in ASEP2019. 

2. What I experienced 

Before we went to Taiwan and met our partners who are Kansai and I-shou university 

students, we came up against difficulties because our team was made up of 11 students 

who are from three different university. So, we were struggling with rounding up all of 

our opinions. It took time to decide a theme of our presentation even we didn’t have 

enough time to discuss it. We had an online meeting at least once a week and told each 

other what we discuss in a class but we couldn’t communicate well with them and 

sometimes faced problems. However, after we met in Taiwan, we could communicate and 

discuss well because we talked face-to-face. Since then, we still had some problems in 

our presentation but helped each other and conducted vigorous discussions on it  

3. What I learned 

There are so many things I learned but the most impressive thing is importance of 

communicating face-to-face. As I said before, at first, we were struggling with rounding 

up all of our opinions and it was not easy to decide a theme of the presentation. I think 

we misunderstood each other and hesitated to state opinions and this is the cause that we 

faced so many problems. After we met and talked face to face, we could understand well 

each other and worked smoothly. I think not only communicating with foreigners who 

have different back ground but also how we communicate with them is important thing.  


